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As We Gather 
The first thing that comes to mind for many Christians when they hear the phrase “Choose life!” is its 
contrast with abortion, which always involves death. Certainly, our witness to God’s gift of life needs to 
always be bold! But beyond that are the many other choices we face each day in our struggle between 
God’s good and gracious will and the sin that constantly tries to lead us away from Him and His call to 
life. Today, God’s Word gives us the assurance that, because our Lord Jesus has chosen to take our 
suffering and death into Himself by His cross, all who are baptized into His saving death are given the 
power of faith to love God and follow His way of life according to His perfect Law and Gospel. Blessed 
are those whose “delight is in the law of the Lord” (Psalm 1:2). 
 
Prelude “The Lord, My God Be Praised” G. Kaufmann 
 
Opening Hymn “The Lord, My God Be Praised” #794
1 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My light, my life from heaven; 
My maker, who to me 
    Has soul and body given; 
My Father, who will shield 
    And keep me day by day 
And make each moment yield 
    New blessings on my way. 

 
2 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My trust, my life from heaven, 
The Father’s own dear Son, 
    Whose life for me was given, 
Who for my sin atoned 
    With His most precious blood 
And gives to me by faith 
    The highest heav’nly good. 

3 The Lord, my God, be praised, 
    My hope, my life from heaven, 
The Spirit, whom the Son 
    In love to me has given. 
His grace revives my heart 
    And gives my spirit pow’r, 
Help, comfort, and support 
    In sorrow’s gloomy hour. 

 

D 4 The Lord, my God, be praised, 
    My God, the ever-living, 
To whom the heav’nly host 
    Their laud and praise are giving. 
The Lord, my God, be praised, 
    In whose great name I boast, 
God Father, God the Son, 
    And God the Holy Ghost. 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; 
tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Psalm 124:8; Isaiah 2:3, 5 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD, 

C that He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His paths. 
 
 



Confession and Absolution Deuteronomy 30:14 

P When the people of Israel were about to enter the Promised Land, Moses challenged them to 
obey the commandments, statutes, and laws of the Lord. 

C We confess that we have failed to obey Him in our thinking, speaking, and acting. Our hearts 
have turned away from God, our ears have become deaf to His Word, and we have put other 
things in His rightful place. Have mercy on us, O Lord our God. 

P As we will hear in today’s Scripture readings, Moses invited God’s people to choose life, Paul urged 
freedom for a slave, and Jesus called everyone with ears to hear His Word. 

C But we are by nature sinners, incapable of choosing good without the help of our gracious God. 
Heavenly Father, for Jesus’ sake forgive, renew, and strengthen us, so that we might faithfully 
follow our Savior in all that we think, do, and say. 

P God led the Israelites to the Promised Land, and Jesus carried His cross through death to life in 
order to open the door of the eternal promised land of heaven for all who call on Him for mercy 
and grace. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 1; Antiphon: v. 1 

P Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

C but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night. 

P He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season,  
  and its leaf does not wither. 

C In all that he does, he prospers. 

P The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

C Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

P for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

C but the way of the wicked will perish. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. Merciful Father, You gave up Your Son to the sacrifice of the cross in order to restore 
those who have wandered away from Your presence. 

C Grant that we and all your daughters and sons may faithfully follow Him who offered His life for 
our forgiveness, and so forgive as we have been forgiven. 

P We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen.    



Old Testament Reading T  The Choice of Life and Death  T Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
        15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the commandments 
of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, 
and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and 
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your 
heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I 
declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have 
set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring 
may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 
length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem of Praise Solo “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” arr. M. Pooler of Hymn #802 
 

Epistle T  Paul’s Plea for Onesimus  T Philemon 1-21 
        1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 
2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 3Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I thank my God always when I remember 
you in my prayers, 5because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus 
and all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge 
of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort from 
your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. 8Accordingly, 
though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer 
to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my 
child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I 
would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my 
imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your 
goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was parted 
from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, 
as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has wronged you at 
all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay 
it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you 
in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I say. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel T  The Cost of Discipleship  T Luke 14:25-35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



        25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26“If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after 
me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began to build and was not 
able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and 
deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms 
of peace. 33So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use either for 
the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

 T  Confession of Faith  T Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” #427
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
    Gathers round its head sublime. 

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

  



3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
    Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
    Adds more luster to the day. 

 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
    By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
    Joys that through all time abide. 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation 

T  SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 
Piano Selection “O Bless the Lord, My Soul” H. Willan 
  

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


 “O Bless the Lord, My Soul” #814
1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 

    Let all within me join 
And aid my tongue to bless His name 
    Whose favors are divine. 

 
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, 

    Nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness 
    And without praises die! 

 
3 ’Tis He forgives thy sins; 

    ’Tis He relieves thy pain; 
’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
    And makes thee young again. 

4 He crowns thy life with love 
    When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
    Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 

 
5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 
6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Text: Public domain 

 
 “Here, O Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” #631 sts. 1-4
1 Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 

    Here would I touch and handle things 
unseen; 
Here grasp with firmer hand the_eternal 
grace, 
    And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 

 
2 Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 

    Here drink with Thee the royal wine of 
heav’n; 
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
    Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n. 

 

3 This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
    This is the heav’nly table spread for me; 
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 
    The brief bright hour of fellowship with 
Thee. 

 
4 I have no help but Thine; nor do I need 

    Another arm but Thine to lean upon. 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; 
    My strength is in Thy might, Thy might 
alone. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Communion Blessing 

P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, the Author and Creator of all life, we praise and thank You that Your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, chose death in our place. By the power of His resurrection, He has made us His own and 
imparted to us His holiness, righteousness, and love. Now as we leave the fellowship of Your house, 
go with us and enable us to bear witness to Your gracious will and Your gift of life for this world 
and for eternity; through our Lord of life, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” #660
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 
Lift high His royal banner; 
    It must not suffer loss. 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry 
    His army He shall lead 
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 
    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 
2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
    In this His glorious day. 
Let all His faithful serve Him 
    Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger 
    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
    Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
    Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 
    Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 
    Be never wanting there. 

 
4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
    The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, 
    Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 
    Shall reign eternally. 

Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Postlude in B Flat Major” J. Kindermann 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Vocalist:  Stan Wirtschoreck 
Lector:  Marilyn Bitner 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Cheryl Horan - Wednesday: Sandy Barry 
Altar Flowers:  Pastor John & Martha for their 34th wedding anniversary 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 

family: 

Janice Przybycien  Greg Block 

Gloria Crook   Janet Varnagis 

Graham Jackson  Kevin Hickey 

Ron Hickey    Mary Ann Colander 

Cathy Gleason   Melva Smith 

Roy Hodgeman   Betty Kruckow 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Beverly Fishbaugh  Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer   The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex  Patricia Murdoch 

Art Hornburg   Lois Kaminske 

Flora Jones   Dawn McNicholas 

 

 

 

Announcements & Notes: 

 

The St. Paul Men’s Choir will sing again on Sunday, 

September 18th.  Rehearsals will be Wednesdays, 

September 7 & 14 from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m., following 

the Wednesday evening service.  All men are 

welcome! 

 

Please see the flyer on the back page for the Fall Fest 

Vendor Craft Show.—Hope to see you there! 

 

The Ladies Guild will need many members to assist 

with their September 17th Vendor Craft Fair.  A listing 

of needs, including donations of baked goods for a 

bake sale, is listed on a clipboard on the counter next 

to the church office.  Please sign up to help make this 

fair a success! 

 

Please let the church office know when your need 

for our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-

1040. 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Eric Kessling   Barb & Emily Feehan 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Autumn Kessling 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi  Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Paul Moeller 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

Mark Fishbaugh  Mary Beth Pasqua 

 

 



 
 


